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American Zionists have the great advantage of having learned their politics in a land with a democratic tradition. Their insights, however, will only begin to bear fruit if they apply them to the Jewish people and radically democratize the movement.

--Hannah Arendt 1942


The emergence of modern Zionism is often understood to a result from broad structural developments like the pressures of anti-Semitism on European Jewry. Many authors perceive political changes within the Zionist movement through material explanations or the influence of influential leaders. In contrast to these types of explanations I join those authors who focus onto the influence of ideas to understand the changing political landscape of Zionism. However, rather than focusing onto the broad intellectual movements within Zionist ideology I look closely at the intellectual creations of particular thinkers. In this paper I focus onto the intellectual contributions and challenges to mainstream Zionism by Hannah Arendt. By closely examining the particular construction of ideas within Zionism we highlight the important ideological differences between thinker like Arendt and the mainstream. The spectrum of Zionist ideology frames the political possibilities of movements like Zionism. Thinking on the ideological margins acts to expand the actual content of political possibility and if successful can enact durable movement changes. Examining the ideas of both mainstream and periphery thinkers can illuminate which ideas exert influence to successfully lead the movement. It would be misplaced to ignore the importance of material influences on Zionism, material reality frames the limits of the possible, however the expansion of intellectual horizons, actual ideational creations and the struggle between competing ideas is what determines political possibility. Ideational construction and the conflicts between competing ideas act to frame the universe of possibilities for Zionism. Arendt's fight against mainstream Zionism shows how the struggle between competing ideas is central to perceiving the very fate of the movement itself.


In this paper I mix together Arendt's biography with a examination of her intellectual positions to carefully perceive her important contributions and to focus onto the ideas which came to ultimately dominate the the next fifty years of Zionist politics. Examining alternative ideational constructions demonstrate how the political goals, organizational structure and direction of nationalist movements continually develop through internal contestation and intellectual alternatives. Hannah Arendt developed a particularly strong alternative vision for Zionism and her ideas demonstrate a particular case of how nationalism is an ideational construction. We can observe Arendt developing particular new ideas and approaches to Zionism. This paper explores Arendt's intellectual constructions and the alternatives she developed in opposition to the mainstream Zionism of the 1940s. First, I present a brief biography of Arendt's life in the 1930s and 1940s. Next, I examine three of Arendt's new ideas: her views on the creation of a Jewish Army during the Second World War, a critique of the mainstream Zionist movement, and her vision for the development of Palestine. Arendt’s positions represent an alternative vision to the mainstream Zionism of the 1940s and shows the breadth and diversity of Zionism itself.
Biographic Background

Hannah Arendt’s life changed fundamentally in 1933, at age 27, following the February 27th burning of the Reichstag. After the burning, Hitler and the Nazi Party infamously enacted Article 48 of the Weimar Constitution to declare a state of emergency, suspend civil liberties, and begin suppressing their political opponents. Arendt notes, in a 1964 interview with Günter Gaus, that the burning of the Reichstag was a turning point in her life. Prior to the burning, Arendt had maintained an “indifference to politics,” focusing instead primarily on philosophical questions.
 After the February 27th 1933, Arendt felt that she could no longer be a bystander to the rise of Nazism and must become involved in the world of politics.
 In the spring of 1933 Arendt used her apartment in Berlin as a halfway house along an underground railroad for people, mostly Communists, fleeing the regime.
 Repression of Communists and Jews was the particular obsession of the Nazi regime. It was in this period that, as Young-Bruehl notes, Arendt “had come to her political awakening and to her resistance not as a leftist but as a Jew.”
 Arendt’s new political awakening was found through Zionism as the avenue for a Jewish politics. According to Arendt it was “[t]he Zionist organization which gave me the chance” to react to the developing situation in Germany.

Arendt was drawn to involvement with Zionism for a variety of reasons. Even before the burning of the Reichstag she felt influenced by Zionism, “especially by the criticism, the self-criticism that the Zionists spread among the Jewish people.”
 Tied to her wish to become more directly involved in politics, Arendt felt that when attacked as a Jew, one must react from a Jewish position:

If one is attacked as a Jew, one must defend oneself as a Jew. Not as a German, not as a world-citizen, not as an upholder of the Rights of man, or whatever. But: What can I specifically do as a Jew? Second, it was now my clear intention to work with an organization. For the first time. To work with the Zionists.

During this period, from Arendt’s perspective Zionism constituted the only Jewish organizations ready to defend attacks on Jews, as Jews. In the spring of 1933, while helping leftists escape Germany, Arendt became involved with the German Zionist Organization, Zionistische Vereinigung für Deutschland, “collecting materials at the Prussian State Library which would show the extent of anti-Semitic action in nongovernmental organizations, private circles, business associations, and professional societies.”
 The collected material was intended for presentation at the 18th Zionist Congress to bolster the case that events in Germany could not be overcome merely with civil emancipation and assimilation.
 Arendt’s involvement with the German Zionists Organization marked the first of many appointments with Zionist organizations. In the spring of 1933 Arendt was arrested, likely for her involvement with the German Zionist Organization. Luckily for Arendt, the officer in charge of her interrogation was a newly promoted member of the political department and unaccustomed to his duties. Arendt quickly developed a rapport with her interrogator and lied so convincingly that eight days later she was released.

After her release Arendt left Germany and traveled to Paris via Prague and Geneva.
 Her arrival in Paris marked the beginning of twenty years of statelessness and an even closer engagement with Zionism and these personal experiences echo through her work The Origins of Totalitarianism. In Paris, Arendt deepened her involvement with Zionist organizations and began a deeper more intellectual engagement with Zionism. Soon after her arrival in Paris Arendt gained employment with Agriculture et Artisanat, an organization involved in the central mission of Zionism at the time, training young people in farming techniques and transporting chalutzim (pioneers) to Palestine.
 Young Jews fleeing Germany were the target demographic for the organization, and Arendt proved to be a willing and capable recruiter. Her work with Agriculture et Artisanat was Arendt’s most direct work for a Zionist organization.

In 1935, Arendt began working for the Youth Aliyah, training young refugees from across Europe as chalutzim to help them immigrate to Palestine. Arendt accompanied one of the trips to Palestine where she visited Jerusalem and Trans-Jordan.
 In June of 1935 Arendt wrote an article for Le Journal Juif, titled “Some Young People Are Going Home.”
 This short article was essentially a call to young refugees in Paris to join the Youth Aliyah. The article paints the picture of young German Jews in France whose parents “have learned to schnor in Paris” in reaction to “[t]heir ordeals in Germany, emigration, life in exile.”
 In contrast, their children can still “recover their natural dignity…restore their freedom and joy…their lost youth” through the Youth Aliyah converting “[t]his joy, this dignity, and this youth…into strength and this strength will rebuild the country.”
 The strong worded appeal highlights the powerful connection Arendt must have felt towards the Youth Aliyah at the time and her dedication both emotionally and intellectually. Arendt’s work with the Youth Aliyah and her Le Journal Juif articles are early examples of Arendt’s dedication to the Zionist movement and her engagement in political struggle as a Jew. In Paris, Arendt also began her first serious writings on Zionism. While Arendt was involved with Zionist organizations to fulfill her urge to be engaged in real political struggle, Zionism became the focus of Arendt’s philosophical mind and her theoretical development.
By 1940, the situation for refugees in Paris worsened. The French Army collapsed before the Germans marching to Paris. On May 5, 1940, the Gouverneur General de Paris ordered all stateless men ages 17 to 55 and all unmarried or childless married women from Germany to report for transport to internment camps. Young-Bruehl evocatively sketches what these days were like for Arendt and her husband Heinrich Blücher:

The dreadful orders were banally specific: the “enemy aliens” were to carry food sufficient for two days, their own eating utensils, and sacks or suitcases “weighing no more than 30 kilos.” Thus equipped the refugees were ready to become what Hannah Arendt sarcastically referred to as “the new kind of human being created by contemporary history,” the kind that “are put into concentration camps by their foes and into internment camps by their friends.”

While Blücher escaped to southern France, Arendt was transported on June 29th along with 6,356 internees to Gurs, a refugee camp used during the Spanish Civil War that had been converted into an internment camp for foreign nationals. On June 14, 1940, Paris fell to the German Army and the camp lost communication with the rest of the country. Arendt, along with several of the women at the camp, took the opportunity to escape. Arendt hitchhiked to Montauban where she connected with friends and with Blücher. They took bicycles to Marseilles to pick up the necessary emergency visas to the United States and escaped from France to Lisbon eventually leaving Europe for good on a ship to America.
 By May 1941 they finally settled in New York City.
 Now in America, Arendt began a more in-depth dialogue with other left wing Zionists. In three areas, the creation of a Jewish Army, a critique of the mainstream Zionist movement, and a vision for the development of Palestine, Arendt developed unique perspectives concerning the goals and direction of the Zionist movement.
The Creation of a Jewish Army

Arendt wrote a series of articles for the Jewish German language publication Aufbau. these were her first paid publications in America. Arendt’s work at Aufbau began a more direct intellectual engagement with Zionism. Arendt’s early publications with Aufbau concerned the need for a Jewish army. According to Arendt a Jewish army that fought alongside the Allies against the Nazis was a way to establish the Jewish people as a political entity on the world stage. A Jewish army could also enable Jews to directly resist Hitler. Arendt also felt that a Jewish army would establish recognition of the Jewish people as a people. Fundamental to Arendt’s call for a Jewish army was her continuing perspective that the Jewish people must defend themselves as Jews. “One truth…is that you can only defend yourself as the person you are attacked as. A person attacked as a Jew cannot defend himself as an Englishman or Frenchman. The world would only conclude that he is simply not defending himself.”
 Central to Arendt’s perspective is her critique of assimilation. She notes that despite French Jews fighting as Frenchmen, once the French army was defeated the Jews were “separated from their French fellow warriors and interned in Jewish prison camps in Germany.”
 For Arendt, the anti-Semitism of the Nazi regime highlighted the failure of assimilation and a parvenu attitude. Meaning no matter how assimilated, the parvenu Jew was ultimately unable to escape their Jewishness. The attacks on even these parvenu Jews emphasized that the Jewish people must embrace their pariah status and fight the Nazis.

For Arendt, Zionism as the only active and organized Jewish political force was best suited body to organize and lead a Jewish Army. The formation of a Jewish army would accomplish two Zionist goals: to actualize the wish of Jews across the globe to bring about Hitler’s defeat, and to establish recognition of the Jewish people. “We can do battle against anti-Semitism,” she wrote, “only if we battle Hitler with weapons in our hands.”
 However, a Jewish army could exist only if the Jewish people called for a Jewish army and formed the volunteer force. In the early 1940s the World Zionist Organization attempted to organize a Jewish army but under the auspices of the allied armies and through back door diplomatic channels. In a direct critique of this Mainstream “Herzlian” Zionism, Arendt attacked their attempt to establish a Jewish politics through the “murky code of the petitions of Jewish notables and charitable organizations.” 
 
 Such efforts would only work to alienate the Jewish people from itself. According to Arendt, the Jews in 1941 were obsessed with their own meaninglessness on the political stage, and the “formation of a Jewish army with volunteers from around the world will make clear to those in honest despair that we’re no different from anyone else, that we too engage in politics.”
 In contrast, the Zionist Organization of America (ZOA) quietly sought to quietly organize the creation of a Jewish Army as to not create an anti-Semitic backlash in the US and believed that the creation of a Jewish Army should happen under the auspices of the Allies.
Part of Arendt’s appeal for a Jewish army included an analysis of the importance of Palestine for the Jewish people. Tied to her appeal to form a Jewish army was her understanding of the importance of the defense of Palestine: “[t]he defense of Palestine is part of the struggle for the freedom of the Jewish people. Only if the Jewish people are prepared to give their all for this struggle will they also be able to defend Palestine.”
 A Jewish army could be involved in fighting both Hitler and the defense of Jews in Palestine. For Arendt the Jewish army could act as a “crystallization point” for a Jewish politics, meaning a venue through which political activity emerged and was organized. Like a Jewish army the establishment of a Jewish community in Palestine or the existence of Zionist organizations in America and Europe acted to establish crystallizations points for a Jewish politics. Arendt believed there were many “crystallization points” for Jewish politics, and Palestine was not the only source:

Palestine can be regarded solely as an area of settlement for European Jews. In other words, that Palestine’s politics are to be derived from the larger politics of European Jewry and not visa versa, whereby Palestine politics cannot determine Jewish politics as a whole. For, third, the solution to the Jewish question is not to be found in one country, not even in Palestine. For Jews in America, Palestine can become the European motherland that, unlike all the other peoples of America, they have thus far had to do without. For Jews in Europe, Palestine can form an area of settlement as one of the crystallization points of Jewish politics on an international scale, as well as the core of its national organization.

Arendt felt that the settlement of Palestine was not the singular and final goal of a Jewish politics and Zionism. Given the situation in Europe in the 1940s Palestine was a “crystallization point for Jewish politics,” but, it was not the crystallization point. Diaspora Jewry also formed a center for a Jewish politics. The Jews of Palestine and the chalutzim movement were one locus of Jewish politics. The creation of a Jewish army to fight along side the Allies could also establish the legitimacy of Jewry as a people and, consequently, their political force on the international stage. A Jewish army appealed to Arendt because it was not a forum controlled by elite bourgeoisie Jews. Arendt felt that most of the Herzlian Zionist movement, organization like the ZOA and the World Zionist Organization, were overly concerned with raising money from Jewish philanthropist and gaining the recognition from powerful governments. Ultimately the hopes for a Jewish army faded with the reluctance of American Jews and the larger Zionist movement to take up the cause. As Young-Bruehl observes, “[f]ear of anti-Semitism made many of the refugees in New York reluctant to support the plan for a Jewish army. It was fear of being thought unpatriotic that inhibited American Jews.”
 By May 1942 Arendt’s hopes for a Jewish army ended: “At the Extraordinary Zionist Conference, about which the most recent issue of Aufbau reported in detail, something truly extraordinary did happen: the official burial of the Jewish army.”
 Arendt's particular vision for a Jewish army differed greatly from most Zionists at the time and presented a clear alternative.
Critique of the Mainstream Zionist Movement

Arendt’s relationship with the Zionist movement was often as internal critic. For Arendt, in contrast to Herzlian Zionism, a real Jewish politics must connect with the Jewish masses and not merely Jewish philanthropists. Though settlement in Palestine was not the answer to the Jewish question, for Arendt, it was a goal with the capacity to appeal to Jews broadly and establish a crystallization point for Jewish politics. While Herzlian Zionism was the dominant form of Zionism the 1940s, the movement had always retained a broad intellectual spectrum. Other scholars of Zionism have noted the diversity of views within Zionism prior to the mid 1940s.
 The Jewish press in America reflected this heterogeneity with opinions left, right, and center. However, as the extent of the Nazis’ destruction of European Jewry emerged, the diversity of political views within Zionism contracted and shifted to the right, coalescing around a particular unanimity of purpose and placing the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine as the primary goal of the movement. Arendt critiqued three aspects of the new direction of Zionism: the swing toward ideological unanimity and realpolitik, Palestine centrism, and blindness to the Palestinian Arab question.


In May 1942 Arendt attended the Baltimore Conference of the American Zionists. The conference was organized in response to David Ben-Gurion’s call for a “Jewish Palestine to arise.”
 In addition to being accosted by security guards at the conference, Arendt was dismayed that the Jewish army would continue merely as a unit under British command and not become a political force for world Jewry. The conference, with its announcement of the Baltimore Program, signaled a turn toward a Palestine-centered movement and in the direction of the revisionist wing of Zionism. As Young-Bruehl notes, the conference marked a turning point in the history of American Zionism with the Baltimore Program essentially expressing Ben-Gurion's vision of a Jewish state as the central catalyst of American Zionism.
 Arendt was surprised by the new direction of the American Zionist movement and soon expressed criticism of the movement’s new direction. Spanning from the Baltimore Conference in 1942 to the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, Arendt’s central focus within Zionism was to challenge the movement’s singular obsession, the establishment of a Jewish dominated nation-state in Palestine.

While Arendt favored aspects of Zionism and a Jewish homeland in response to the events in Europe, she abhorred and rejected the harsh realpolitik espoused by mainstream Zionists. In the 1940s this realpolitik was first shaped by those Zionists who used extreme unrestrained violence and other fascistic methods (Arendt's terminology) and organizational structures in their struggle. The far right-wing organization Irgun offers a clear example. Irgun felt that violent actions and were legitimate aspect of political action and was viewed by Arendt as dangerously extreme in their methods. According to Arendt, during World War II Irgun “not only employed terrorist methods in their fight against Arabs in Palestine, but have also shot and killed Zionists as well.”
 While mainstream Zionism was not as extreme Arendt saw echoes of this realpolitik within Herzlian Zionism. Arendt looked favorably upon the political potential of Zionism, a movement with diverse opinions and views, but the reaction of many Zionists to the Holocaust was a dark cynicism towards the world and a consequentialist attitude concerning the establishment of a Jewish State.

In October 1944 American Zionism held another important conference in Atlantic City. At this conference the body edged closer to unanimity concerning the question of Palestine. Arendt abhorred this unanimity because from her perspective, it eliminated the essence of politics—open debate in a democratic fashion with a plurality of positions. Bernstein notes that for Arendt, “[p]olitics dies when unanimity takes over—a unanimity that is intolerant toward dissent. The great danger to politics is a homogenization, a leveling out in which differences are not tolerated—where ‘loyal’ opposition is marginalized, suppressed, or violently repressed.”
 In an article written soon after the 1944 conference titled Zionism Reconsidered, Arendt voiced some of her most stinging criticisms of the new direction of the Zionist movement. In the article Arendt deepened and extended her historical and contemporary analysis and criticism of Herzlian Zionism. According to Arendt, the conference marked “a turning point in Zionist history; for it means that the Revisionist program, so long bitterly repudiated has proven finally victorious.”
 At the conference, the calls for a Jewish nation-state in Palestine were reiterated and, for the first time, with no mention of the Arab population in Palestine.
 Up to this point Zionists had regularly considered the importance of Jewish-Arab cooperation in Palestine; now these parties remained silent on this issue and on earlier calls for a binational solution. The revisionists and now mainstream Zionists called for a national-state leaving behind the prior language of a “national homeland.”
 Their call for a Jewish nation-state treated the Jewish Diaspora as merely a source for the Aliyah. From Arendt’s perspective the all-encompassing concern for a Jewish state dissolved the legitimate question and necessity for a Jewish politics in the Diaspora. The question of double loyalty to Diaspora governments was also dissolved. Arendt criticized revisionists for now ignoring the political question of American Jewish loyalty to their own government and to Zionism.
 For her an active Jewish political life in the Diaspora was as legitimate as a Jewish political life in Palestine. From Arendt’s perspective the revisionists also sidestepped the issue of anti-Semitism. The exclusive focus on a Jewish state as a haven for all Jews ignored a continuing reality. It essentially sought complete Jewish separation as the solution to the Jewish problem and dissolved concerns with the Diaspora as a legitimate arena for Jews to live. The revisionists and this new consensus also ignored the issue of Jewish-Arab conflict in Palestine, instead claiming the whole of Palestine and Transjordan.
 Prior to this new unanimity in the movement, Zionists regularly considered the importance of the relationship of the chalutzim to their Arab neighbors. Prior to the Arab revolt in 1936 Jewish-Arab cooperation was common. After 1936 greater tension and conflict between the peoples existed but concern with the status of the Palestinian Arabs continued until 1944.

The change within Zionism to greater unanimity of purpose and a realpolitik occurred in reaction to the ongoing horrors of the Holocaust. While left-wing and right-wing Zionists argued about the internal organization of the Jewish state in Palestine, all parties now favored an explicitly Jewish national state. A common attitude developed during and after the Holocaust among some Jewish Zionists increasingly emphasizing the legitimacy of violent struggle to win statehood. To these Zionists the concentration and extermination of most of Europe’s Jews along with the continued internment of Jewish refugees by the British in Cyprus and other European nations confirmed suspicions among Zionists leaders that life in the Diaspora was increasingly impossible for the Jewish people. Now Jewish statehood became paramount. Irgun and their ilk unleashed violent methods against both the British Mandate forces in Palestine and the Palestinian Arab population from 1945 to 1948. The bombing of the King David Hotel in 1946 and the 1948 Deir Yassin massacre are examples of the most extreme realpolitik attitude among some Zionists. However many American Jews, Arendt included rejected Irgun and their methods at Deir Yassin. A May 1948 letter to the New York Times expressed their perspective:
Among the most disturbing political phenomena of our time is the emergence in the newly created state of Israel of the “Freedom Party” (Tnuat Heherut), a political party closely akin in its organization, methods, political philosophy and social appeal to the Nazi and Fascist parties. It was formed out of the membership and following of the former Irgun Zvai Leumi, a terrorist, right-wing, chauvinist organization in Palestine…The discrepancies between the bold claims now being made by Begin and his party, and their record of past performance in Palestine bear the imprint of no ordinary political party…It is all the more tragic that the top leadership of American Zionism has refused to campaign against Begin’s efforts.

In addition to failing to condemn the actions of extremists like Irgun mainstream Zionism now dropped their concern with the creation of a state representing both Arab and Jewish nationalities, a binational state. Many Zionists organizations, in particular Hashomer Hatzair and Ahdut Avodah, had previously favored a binational program for Israel. Now Hashomer and Avodah along with the majority center-left Haganah, the Jewish army in Palestine, favored the partition of Palestine, a definitive separation between the communities.
 National partition was the final status of many communities in Eastern Europe following the failures of the Minorities Treaties and carried to final disastrous fruition thought the Second World War. This fate was precisely Arendt’s reasoning behind binational solutions to the status of Palestine. Now world Zionist organizations and America Zionists no longer favored a binational state in Palestine. Arendt notes with dismay the active antagonism toward the Arabs:

Even more surprising than the growing unanimity of opinion among Palestinian Jews on one hand and American Jews on the other is the fact that they are essentially in agreement on the following more or less roughly stated propositions: the movement has now come to get everything or nothing, victory or death; Arab and Jewish claims are irreconcilable and only a military decision can settle the issue the Arabs—all Arabs—are now our enemies and we accept this fact; only outmoded liberals believe in compromise, only philistines believe in justice, and only schlemiels prefer truth and negotiation to propaganda and machine guns…Now Jews believe in fighting at any price and feel that “going down” is a sensible method of politics.

Previously a concern for the right of the Arab population in Palestine was a central issue for Zionism. Arendt had favored the successful democratic nature of the American Zionists and believed that the movement would “bear fruit if they apply [democratic principles] to the Jewish people and radically democratize the movement.”
 But by 1948 the Zionist movement was speaking almost unanimously. For Arendt this ultimately killed the true democratic nature of the movement and the hopes of a binational state.

Arendt's vision for the Development of Palestine

By 1944 the Zionist movement had changed dramatically. These changes were reflected in Arendt’s criticisms of the new direction of Zionism. At this time Arendt began research for the Commission on European Jewish Cultural Reconstruction. The commission interviewed European refugees in America to begin compiling a catalogue of seized Jewish cultural relics. Arendt “worked with Joshua Starr, the commission's first director, and a staff to prepare four installments of a ‘Tentative List of Jewish Cultural Treasures in Axis-Occupied Countries,’ published in the 1946 to 1948 issues of Jewish Social Studies.”
 Arendt’s concerns over the plight of stateless peoples and the knowledge she gained through her research at the commission became part of the foundation upon which she began writing The Origins of Totalitarianism, her first published book. According to Young-Bruehl, the research Arendt conducted in the United States and Europe, once the war ended, worked “to illustrate one of the key devices of totalitarian rule, the multiplication of offices and agencies.”
 Arendt’s research gave “insight into the layered, onionlike structure of totalitarian regimes.”
 Clearly Arendt had deep personal reasons to be concerned with the rise of totalitarianism and its links to anti-Semitism. Through her theoretical concerns with totalitarianism, Arendt developed a criticism of the breakdown of the Rights of Man in the face of totalitarianism and the total failure of the nation state system to protect stateless peoples. Linked to this growing understanding of totalitarianism was her involvement with Zionism.

Arendt criticized the lack of democratic practices within Herzlian Zionism, but moved beyond critique to offer a broad vision of a Jewish politics based on a homeland for the Jewish people in Palestine. Primarily, Arendt’s perspective favored a Jewish national homeland which could establish a crystallization point for a Jewish politics. However, Arendt did not favor the establishment of an exclusively Jewish nation-state in Palestine. The failure of the Minority Treaties in post World War I Europe, evident in interwar racism and the failure of the countries of Eastern Europe to establish protections for minorities, showed the deep flaws within the nation-state system.
 Consequently, one solution to Jewish homelessness was a Jewish national homeland which officially banned all racism and created a space for a Jewish politics within a federated system arranged around different nationalities. Fundamental to establishing a Jewish national homeland in Palestine was securing Jews from Anti-Semitism and an awareness for Arab rights. Secondly, a Jewish Palestine must be concerned with its relationship to its neighbors. Zionists needed to recognize that a Jewish state in Palestine would be surrounded by Arab governments. According to Arendt, “[e]ven a purely Jewish Palestine would be a very precarious structure without a prior agreement with all the Arab peoples on all its borders.”
 Seyla Benhabib also notes, in her work The Rights of Others, the importance Arendt placed on the need to realize the “fatal, utopian hyperbole” that a Jewish state could exist in Palestine dependent on only the protection of great powers. As Benhabib states concerning Arendt's view, to establish a state “an indigenous understanding between Jews and Arabs must begin at the base.”
 Arendt’s vision for a Jewish state combined her understanding of the realities facing the Jews of Europe, her concerns about the fate of a Jewish state that ignored the rights of the Palestinian Arabs, and her belief in a federally organized solution.

Arendt looked to the United States as an example of successful federation where no single state dominated another in the governing of the country.
 The sort of federation she imagined was not the same as a loose union. For Arendt, “[a] genuine federation is made up of different, clearly identifiable nationalities or other political elements that together form a state. National conflict can be solved within such a federation only because the unsolvable minority-majority problem ceased to exist.”
 Arendt favored a federated state because Jewish-Arab cooperation had to be the basis for a Jewish state. Arendt did not present a systematic outline of exactly how such a federated state would be structured but more a broad vision.
 She favored local self-government with mixed municipal and rural councils working together.
 Arendt envisioned a highly decentralized system of government working to maintain cooperation between the two national communities to avoid the mass movement of peoples that would come with the strife of partition. Arendt had a vision for federation at the state level in Palestine but also regionally, as Benhabib notes, Arendt “hoped against hope, that extensive local democracy, in which Jews and Arabs would participate commonly, and a federated state structure, integrated within a larger community of peoples in the Mediterranean, would flourish.”
 Arendt provided a vision for how a federated politics could be actualized in a real world situation.

At the regional and European level, Arendt believed that for Jews and other minorities, a federated system could better protect their rights. “Our only chance—indeed the only chance for all small peoples—lies in a new European federal system.”
 Arendt often discussed how a Jewish homeland needed to exist within either a European or a Mediterranean federal system. “A further possibility for a reasonable solution of the Palestine question would be a kind of Mediterranean federation.”
 Arendt observed:

Palestine can be saved as the national homeland of Jews only if (like other small countries and nationalities) it is integrated into a federation. Federated arrangements hold out good chances for the future because they promise the greatest chance for success in solving national conflicts and can thus be the basis for a political life that offers peoples the possibility of reorganizing themselves politically.

For Arendt, federated systems are important because they help establish political rights for a community and consequently secure those right most threatened in 1939. Arendt also was concerned about the future character of a Jewish state that did not live in peace with its neighbors. By 1948 Arendt was uneasy about the political situation of a future Jewish state. She worried that “[t]he ‘victorious’ Jews would live surrounded by an entirely hostile Arab population, secluded inside ever-threatened borders, absorbed with physical self-defense to a degree that would submerge all other interests.”
  Without a federation external threats would overwhelm all other concerns, especially social experiments (such as the kibbutzim) and Jewish culture. Political and economic life would become centered solely on military survival and war.
 Arendt predicted that the Jews of Palestine would become like the Greeks of Sparta and change character to such an extent that they would no longer be able to represent world Jewry as a whole, effectivly no longer a true Jewish homeland.

Arendt believed her vision for a future Jewish homeland could secure the protection and assure the establishment of a crystallization point for Jewish politics. In The Origins of Totalitarianism, which she was then in the midst of writing, Arendt states that during the Second World War “[n]ot only did the loss of national rights in all instances entail the loss of human rights; the restoration of human rights, as the recent example of the State of Israel proves, has been achieved so far only through the restoration or the establishment of national rights.”
 Arendt believed that within the current international system the protection of the stateless refugee can only occur through the restoration of national rights. From this perspective Arendt reads like a classic nationalist and Zionist, however, her vision was nuanced in her belief in the importance of federated institutional structures. Her call for a federated state of Palestine shows that Arendt believed that federally organized states could represent multiple nationalities and assure minorities of the protection of their human rights that homogenous nation-states would never be able to guarantee. Arendt often used the United States as the example of a federated state system which functioned effectively. A federally organized Palestine opened the possibility for Jews and Palestinians to exist together in a state that was binational and worked to establish both communities’ rights.

Arendt also favored a move to “European politics–while at the same time all nationalities are maintained” as the beginning of a “solution” to the Jewish Question.
 Arendt hoped for a “commonwealth of European nations with a parliament of its own.”
 At the international level recognition and representation in a European parliament would secure the rights of Jews when tied to a national homeland, while a federal structure at the state level could represent Jews and Arabs through community councils. Arendt’s critical reaction to general Herzlian and revisionist Zionism was linked to their totalizing belief in a Jewish nation-state in Palestine as the end goal of all Jewish politics. In reaction to the Holocaust the Zionist movement in America became almost unanimously centered on the goal of Jewish statehood. Yet, into the late 1940s and against this unanimity Arendt favored a binational state and believed that such a state could fulfill the necessary features to establish the recognition of the Jewish people vis-à-vis the states of Europe. The binational state in Palestine, she believed, should not be akin to the nation-states of Europe because radically of different internal structures, yet a homeland for the Jewish people could serve to protect the yishuv (the Jewish people in Israel) and Jewish people in general by providing an avenue for a Jewish politics internationally. This survival depended upon Arab-Jewish cooperation which Arendt believed was necessary to the “whole Jewish venture in Palestine.”
 For Arendt, the cooperation of the two peoples could also “act as a vanguard in international relations” to live down the imperialism of past history.
 Arendt had a radical vision for the development and organization of a Palestine which provided a true alternative to mainstream Zionism while continuing to hold onto the centrally important notion of a Jewish homeland.
In Conclusion
Arendt sought small scale federated institutions in Palestine to build a better state and solve the Arab-Jewish conflict.
 Arendt also called for the creation of a Jewish Army to fight against Nazi anti-Semitism as Jews and not under the auspices of the Allies.
 Arendt developed new ideas within the context of American Zionism but her efforts largely failed to resonate with the movement. Her intellectual efforts developed in the context of the devastation of European Jewry during World War Two and a hard turn in Zionism from ideological and intellectual diversity toward a hard realpolitik.
 Arendt found her ideas rejected at Zionist gatherings in Baltimore, Atlantic City and New York City and her writings in The Menorah Journal attacked. Nevertheless, her vision for the possibility of a Jewish politics and the importance of federated solutions in Palestine point to alternative ideational constructions within Zionism and what could have been. Despite her failure change the direction of American Zionism, Arendt's unique contributions and alternative vision for Zionism in the 1940s highlight how particular intellectual positions within Zionism are what shape and guide nationalism in practice. Her alternatives show how the particular set of ideas espoused by Herzlian Zionism had to successfully resonate with the movement in a conflict between competing ideas before ultimately framing a new political reality for Zionism. Mainstream Zionism was shaped by the success of a particular set of intellectual and political goals. The development and success of these ideas guided the actions and practices of the movement.

Future work will hopefully examine more closely which of Arendt's ideas succeeded or failed to resonate within Zionism and how those ideas which gained acceptance helped change and shape the movement. Arendt's ideas and Arendt herself has become a popular subject for mainstream Zionists in contemporary debates over Israeli policies and the future of a Palestinian state. Generally she is vilified as an anti-Zionist and self-hating-Jew by centrist and right-wing Zionists who have not forgotten their fury over her publication of Eichmann in Jerusalem.
 They normally misrepresent her Zionist views during the 1940s but, ironically, by treating her as a straw-man punching bag have reinvigorated interest in her ideas among some left-wing Zionists.
 Discussion of a one state solution in Israel and Palestine has reemerged among contemporary left wing Zionists and left wing Palestinian nationalists.
Most of Arendt political efforts within American Zionism occurred over a short ten year periods. The potential of Arendt's intellectual contributions show an alternate vision and even new possibilities for Zionism. Arendt quit the movement dejected by the turn toward unanimity of purpose and realpolitik. The successful establishment of the State of Israel signaled the weakening of radically alternative strains within Zionism. The last sixty years has seen the ascendency the Herzlian vision for Zionism. Part of Arendt’s project with Zionism involved pushing the boundaries of what Zionism could mean. While many Zionists believed that Israel could be a beacon among nations it has largely become more just one state among many. Arendt took the notion of Israel as a beacon among nations beyond mere platitudes, she felt that Israel could embody and demonstrate a new kind of federated politics which worked to establish the protection and a political space of multiple nationalities. A federated solution in Arendt’s time was not to be, leaving us to consider her prescient warnings concerning the modern State of Israel.
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� Many of the texts used here are drawn from newly translated and republished works by Arendt in “The Jewish Writings” complied by Jerome Kohn and Ron H. Feldman and published in 2007 by Schocken Books. “The Jewish Writings” are a series of personal letters, and magazine and journal articles written from the 1930 through the 1960s. Many of these writings were originally published in Jewish magazines such as the Menorah Journal or Commentary, French language publications like the Le Journal Juif, and German language Jewish publications such as Aufbau.
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